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To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled: 

This memorial of the undersigned senators and representatives in 
the General Assembly of the State of Kansas, now in session, respect¬ 
fully showeth : That, upon the organization of Kansas as a Territory, 
persons from all parts of the United States, wishing to make for them¬ 
selves homes, and to aid in moulding the institutions of a new State, 
having confidence in the justice and fidelity of the general govern¬ 
ment, and believing that the rights guarantied by the constitution 
and the organizing act would be secured to them, subjected themselves 
to the hardships of a pioneer life, and assumed the responsibility of 
establishing the institutions of an enlightened people in a hitherto 
rude and uncultivated land. They came as law-abiding citizens, 
asking for nothing hut what belonged to American citizens, and, as 
men proud of their attachment to the constitution, were willing to 
accept the government extended to them, until the population should 
justify the formation of a new State, in which formation they were 
willing to he governed by the will of the majority. 

On the twenty-ninth day of November, 1854, the day which had 
been selected on which to elect a delegate to represent the people of 
the Territory in the Congress of the United States, several hundred 
persons from the adjacent State of Missouri came into the Territory 
and voted for such delegate. The man who was elected by their ille¬ 
gal votes was not the choice of the resident citizens of the Territory, 
and could not represent their will. They, however, not believing that 
such open and defiant aggression would be sanctioned by a govern¬ 
ment to which they should look for protection, quietly submitted, 
trusting to that government for redress. 

On the thirtieth day of March, 1855, when the election of members 
of the first Territorial legislature was to be held, thousands of armed 
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men from Missouri invaded the Territory and voted. Every district 
was controlled "by their votes, except the Pawnee representative dis¬ 
trict, which was entitled to hut one representative. In the first 
district, about nine hundred armed men having come from Missouri 
on the day previous, with two pieces of artillery, and organized as if 
for war, on the morning of the election surrounded the polls, and held 
possession of the ballot-boxes until late in the afternoon, when, after 
completing their voting, they returned to Missouri. Some of them, 
when asked by the judges of election if they resided in the Territory, 
replied that they resided in the State of Missouri, that they had come 
to vote, and that they would vote or die in the attempt. In this dis¬ 
trict the judges of the election erased the word “legal” in their 
returns, and made them out so informal that they did not certify that 
any legal votes had been polled. Because of this informality in the 
returns, and the protest of the inhabitants in said district, the election 
was set aside by the governor, a vacancy declared, and a new election 
ordered. 

In the second and third districts the judges of election were driven 
from the polls, and fled to escape death. The ballot-boxes were de¬ 
stroyed, the legal voters were overpowered and driven from the polls, 
and mob violence prevailed throughout. Similar attacks upon the 
people and the ballot-boxes were everywhere made. This invasion 
was led by some of the most distinguished men in Missouri, among 
whom was the late president of the United States Senate. 

This election, upon which rested the liberty and only protection of 
the people, was a fraud and a forcible disfranchisement of them. 

On the twenty-second day of May following, pursuant to a procla¬ 
mation of the governor, new elections were held in six districts, and 
several hundred persons came from Missouri and voted in the twelfth 
precinct. In the other precincts, where they were not, there was no 
interference, and the legal voters, for the first time, were allowed the 
free exercise of their rights. 

On the 2d day of July, following, the first Territorial legislature of 
Kansas assembled in Pawnee, pursuant to the proclamation of the 
governor, when the seats of the members elected at the second elec¬ 
tion, except those in the twelfth precinct, were contested. On the 
third day of the session, every member whose seat was contested, 
although he had a certificate of election from the governor, was ousted. 
All were ejected without an investigation of their claims, which was 
asked as a right, but was denied them. 

These members were expelled on the ground that the governor had 
no right to declare a vacancy and order a new election ; but your 
memorialists represent that such right is given to him in the act organ¬ 
izing the Territory, and could not be lawfully rescinded by the legis¬ 
lature ; therefore, by such violation of the principles of the act, eight 
legally elected members were rejected, and their places supplied by 
men who had no certificates of election from the governor, nor proper 
credentials from any source. 

On the third day of the session, the legislature located the tempo¬ 
rary seat of government at the Shawnee Mission, and, as this power 
was not given to the legislature by the organic act, it being given to 
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the governor alone, your memorialists believe all acts enacted at said 
Mission to be invalid. They further believe that the legislature never 
had any legal existence, for nothing can be legal which is unconstitu¬ 
tional ; and no legislature of a Territory or State in this Union can be 
constitutional, unless it be created in conformity with a republican form 
of government; hence, a legislature imposed upon the people by fraud, 
by force, by residents of another State, adversely to the will of the 
people, can have no legal existence, and no act of the governor can 
legalize a legislature thus created—especially when the said governor 
is not elected by the people, hut appointed by other authority. In the 
opinion of your memorialists, the issuing of certificates by the governor 
to those not legally elected, cannot legalize the election. Hence, even 
admitting the right of Congress to extend a Territorial government 
over Territories, the legislature elected on the 30th of March, 1855, 
having been elected in violation of the organic act, and in the manner 
before described, can have no legal existence, and their enactments are 
a nullity. 

Notwithstanding the injustice done to the people of Kansas, not¬ 
withstanding three invasions of the Territory for the purpose of con¬ 
trolling the elections, the people submitted, preferring to respect laws 
enacted by a body imposed upon them by fraud and violence, to living 
longer without government. Wishing to preserve the peace and quiet, 
and to promote the prosperity of the country, they took no measures 
for throwing off the burden thus forced upon them. But, when further 
developments of this system of tyranny were made—when the laws 
enacted by the legislature proved conclusively, to your memorialists, a 
determination to enslave the people, they, conscious of their rights as 
freemen, with the constitution for their guide, resolved to fall back 
upon their inalienable rights, and throw around themselves that pro¬ 
tection which is afforded by a State government. 

Your memorialists respectfully present, for your consideration, some 
selections from the acts of the Territorial legislature, which the people 
of Kansas, while conscious of their rights as American citizens, could 
not submit to. 

The eleventh section of an act entitled “ An act to regulate elec¬ 
tions,” says : “Every free white male citizen of the United States, and 
every free male Indian, who is made a citizen by treaty or otherwise, 
and over the age of twenty-one years, who shall be an inhabitant of 
the Territory, and of the county or district in which he offers to vote, 
and shall have paid a Territorial tax, shall be a qualified elector for all 
elective officers ; and all Indians who are inhabitants of this Territory, 
and who may have adopted the customs of the white man, and who are 
liable to pay taxes, shall be deemed citizens.” 

As this does not require that voters shall have inhabited the Terri¬ 
tory any stated time, it allows our enemies to take advantage of resi¬ 
dents thereof, as they have done, in entering the Territory, voting, 
and returning to their homes in an adjoining State, on the same day; 
claiming at the same time, that those who were at the polls at the 
time of voting were actual inhabitants. It is believed that this 
act was intended to invite illegal voting; and it is feared, that so 
long as the people of Kansas remain under a Territorial government, 
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the right of the people to the elective franchise would he wrested 
from them hy overpowering invaders. 

The twelfth section of an act entitled “ An act to punish offences 
against slave property,” declares, that if any free person, hy speak¬ 
ing or by writing, assert or maintain that persons have not the right 
to hold slaves in this Territory, or shall introduce into this Territory, 
print, publish, write, circulate, or cause to be introduced into this 
Territory, written, printed, published, or circulated in this Terri¬ 
tory, any hook, paper, magazine, pamphlet, or circular, contain¬ 
ing any denial of the right of persons to hold slaves in this Terri¬ 
tory, such person shall be deemed guilty of felony, and he punished 
hy imprisonment at hard labor, for a term of not less than two 
years.” 

Your memorialists represent that this act destroys the freedom of 
speech, controls the liberty of the press, and is an innovation upon 
those rights guarantied by the constitution. Obedience to it would 
he an act unworthy an American citizen. 

The thirteenth section of the same act reads as follows: “No per¬ 
son who is conscientiously opposed to holding slaves, or who does not 
admit the right to hold slaves in this Territory, shall sit as a juror on 
the trial of any prosecution for any violation of any of the sections 
of this act.” 

It was the enactment of such laws that forced the people of Kan¬ 
sas to take the initiatory steps towards the formation of a State gov¬ 
ernment ; believing that by such organization they might throw off 
an oppressive burden, and secure their safety for the future. 

The State organization to which your memorialists would now 
request the attention of your honorable bodies originated in a call, 
of which the following is a copy, and which was signed hy many citi¬ 
zens, and circulated throughout the Territory : 

“MASS MEETING. 

“ The squatters of Kansas Territory, without distinction of party, 
will assemble in mass meeting in Lawrence, on Wednesday, the 15th 
day of August, at 3 o’clock p. m., to take into consideration the pro¬ 
priety of calling a Territorial convention preliminary to the formation 
of a State government, and other subjects of interest.” 

Pursuant to this call, a large meeting from all parts of the Terri¬ 
tory, irrespective of party distinctions, met to consult together upon 
the all-important subject before the people. Some of the officers of 
the meeting were “Free-state” men, and some were “pro-slavery,” 
both of the Whig and Democratic parties; but party distinctions 
were lost sight of while consulting upon matters of such vital import¬ 
ance. Most of the leading men of this meeting were men of talent, 
integrity, and were decidedly conservative in their views. The fol¬ 
lowing preamble and resolutions were adopted : 

“Whereas the people of Kansas Territory have been, since its settle¬ 
ment, and are now, without any law-making power; therefore, he it 

“ Resolved, That we, the people of Kansas, in mass meeting assem- 
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bled, irrespective of party distinctions, influenced by a common neces¬ 
sity, and greatly desirous of promoting the common good, do hereby 
call upon and request all bona-fide citizens of Kansas Territory, of 
whatever politics, views, or predilections, to consult together in their 
respective election districts, and in mass convention, or otherwise, 
elect three delegates for each representative to which such district is 
entitled in the house of representatives of the legislative assembly by 
proclamation of Governor Reeder, of date the 10th of March, 1855 ; 
said delegates to assemble in convention at the town of Topeka, on the 
nineteenth day of September, 1855, then and there to consider upon 
all subjects of public interest, and particularly to that having refer¬ 
ence to the speedy formation of a constitution, with an intention of an 
immediate application to be admitted as a State into the Union of the 
United States of America.” 

Pursuant to the above notice, meetings were held in nearly every 
neighborhood in the Territory ; the grievances of the people, and the 
subject of State organization, were fully considered, and the feeling in 
favor of the State organization was almost unanimous. At these 
meetings delegates were elected to meet in convention, in accordance 
with the above call. On the nineteenth day of September, the con¬ 
vention of the people’s delegates assembled at the town of Topeka, 
pursuant to the above resolution, and the following was among the 
proceedings. The report of the business committee was unanimously 
adopted, as follows : 

“ Whereas the constitution of the United States guaranties to the 
people of this republic the right of assembling together in a peace¬ 
able manner for the common good, to establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquillity, provide for a common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and 
posterity; and whereas the citizens of Kansas Territory were pre¬ 
vented from electing members of the legislative assembly in pur¬ 
suance of a proclamation of Governor Reeder on the thirtieth of March 
last, by an invading force from a foreign State coming into the Terri¬ 
tory and forcing upon the people a legislature of non-residents and 
others inimical to the people of Kansas, thereby defeating the organic 
act, in consequence of which the Territorial government became a 
perfect failure, and the people were left without any legal govern¬ 
ment, until their patience has become exhausted, and endurance 
ceases to be a virtue, and they are compelled to resort to the only 
remedy left, that of forming a government for themselves ; therefore, 
be it 

“ Resolved by the people of Kansas Territory, in convention assem¬ 
bled, That an election shall be held in the several election precincts of 
this Territory on the second Tuesday of October next, under the regu¬ 
lations and restrictions hereinafter imposed, for members of a conven¬ 
tion to form a constitution, adopt a bill of rights, and take all need¬ 
ful measures for organizing a State government preparatory to the 
admission of Kansas as a State. 

“ Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed by the chair, 
who shall organize by the appointment of a chairman and secretary ; 
they shall keep a record of their proceedings, and shall have a general 
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superintendence of tire affairs of the Territory, so far as the organiza¬ 
tion of a State government is concerned, which committee shall he 
styled the executive committee of Kansas.” 

In conformity with the above resolution, the executive committee 
issued the following proclamation, hy J. H. Lane, their chairman: 

‘ ‘ Whereas the Territorial government of Kansas, as now constituted, 
has proved a failure, squatter sovereignty, under its workings, a miser¬ 
able delusion—in proof of which it is only necessary to refer to our 
past history, and our present deplorable condition ; our ballot-boxes 
have been taken possession of by bands of armed men from foreign 
States ; our people forcibly driven therefrom ; persons attempted to be 
foisted upon us as members of a so-called legislature, unacquainted 
with our wants, and hostile to our best interests ; some of them non¬ 
residents of our Territory; misnamed laws of the most oppressive, 
insulting, and tyrannical character were passed, and are now at¬ 
tempted to be enforced by the citizens of foreign States ; the right of 
suffrage taken from us ; we were debarred the privilege of a voice in 
the election of even the most insignificant officers, and the right of 
free speech stifled, the muzzling of the press attempted ; and whereas 
the people of this country have heretofore exercised the right of 
changing their form of government whenever it becomes oppressive, 
and have at all times conceded this right to the people of this and 
all other governments ; and whereas a Territorial government is un¬ 
known to the constitution, and is the mere creature of necessity, await¬ 
ing the action of the people ; and whereas the debasing character of 
the slavery in which we now are impels to action, and leaves us as 
the only legal and peaceful alternative, the immediate establishment 
of a State government; and whereas the organic act fails in pointing 
out the course to be adopted in an emergency like ours ; therefore you 
are requested to meet at your several precincts in said Territory, here¬ 
inafter mentioned, on the second Tuesday of October next, the ninth 
day of the month, and then and there cast your votes for delegates to 
a convention to meet at Topeka, on the fourth Tuesday of October 
next, to form a constitution, adopt a bill of rights for the people of 
Kansas, and take all needful measures for organizing a State govern¬ 
ment preparatory to the admission of Kansas into the Union as a 
State.” 

The elections were holden in the several precincts, pursuant to the 
above proclamation, at which election two thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-four votes were polled, in conformity with the following 
qualifications: “ All white male inhabitants, citizens of the United 
States, or who have declared their intentions before the proper authori¬ 
ties to become such, above the age of twenty-one years, who have had 
a bona-fide residence in the Territory for the space of thirty days im¬ 
mediately preceding the day of said election, shall be entitled to vote 
for delegates to said convention.” 

The elections were conducted strictly in conformity with the above 
qualifications, and with good order. 

On the twenty-third day of October, the delegates elected to frame 
a constitution assembled at Topeka. The constitution framed at this 
convention speaks for itself. It shows the men of the convention to 
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be men of ability, patriotism, and character, to be devoted to tbeir 
country, and unmoved by sectionalism or fanaticism. 

On the fifteenth day of December, the constitution was referred to 
the people for their acceptance, and, pursuant to the proclamation of 
the executive committee, the people met in their respective precincts; 
those in favor of the constitution depositing a ballot on which was 
printed “constitution,” those opposed depositing one on which was 
“ no constitution.” 

The constitution was ratified by the qualified voters, scarcely a vote 
against it; and although the entire vote was not polled, the reasons 
were, not a want of interest in favor of the movement, but because an 
invasion of a large armed force from Missouri had just occurred, and 
was still theatening, which kept many on military duty, and thereby 
deprived them of the privilege of voting. 

Tour memorialists deny the imputation that this movement of the 
people of Kansas was led and supported by a faction, and are prepared 
to substantiate, by the most reliable testimony, the facts herein set 
forth, and thereby prove that from first to last it has been the move¬ 
ment of the people, and not of a party, faction, of section ; but few op¬ 
posing it, except those holding office under Executive appointment, or 
by virtue of an election by a foreign and hostile people. The move¬ 
ment has been as unanimous as any important movement in the his¬ 
tory of the country, and in it has been manifest a determination 
strengthened by a unanimity which cannot be baffled by the assaults 
of our enemies. 

On the second day of October last, the Territory was invaded for 
the fourth time, and about fifteen hundred votes polled by non-resi¬ 
dents. This infringement upon the ballot-box was under the opera¬ 
tion of laws passed by the self-styled Territorial legislature. Hut the 
invasions at the several elections for the purpose of voting are not all. 
At the election for ratifying the constitution, bands of armed invaders 
not wishing to vote themselves, and determined that the actual settlers 
should not, destroyed the ballot-boxes, and prevented voting in Leav¬ 
enworth, Kickapoo, and other places—this being one cause of the small¬ 
ness of the vote on the constitution. Also, at the election for State 
officers and members of the general assembly, the settlers were not 
permitted to vote in Leavenworth ; and the judges of election having 
authority, postponed the election, a few of the voters going to Easton. 
Our enemies, determined that the right of elective franchise should 
not be exercised by our people, assailed the ballot-box, and when the 
citizens resolved to protect themselves in this sacred right, an engage¬ 
ment ensued. On their return to Missouri from Easton, the invaders 
captured R. P. Brown, a member elect of the house of representatives 
of the State of Kansas, one of our own citizens, a man of unimpeachable 
character and unflinching courage, and brutally murdered him with 
knives and hatchets. But other invasions than those for the purpose 
of voting have been made upon this people. 

Late in November, about two thousand armed men, with seven 
pieces of artillery, made an attack upon the town of Lawrence, and 
held it in a state of siege for about two weeks. They made the attack 
without any provocation or illegal act on the part of the inhabitants 
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of Lawrence. The enemy declared their intentions to destroy the 
town and slaughter its inhabitants ; and nothing hut the firmness and 
patriotic courage of those who rallied to protect the town saved it from 
destruction. 

The facts herein set forth by your memorialists will show to your 
honorable bodies the grievances which compelled this State organiza¬ 
tion, and the principles which guided them in effecting it. 

The principles of self-government inherent in the people, constitute 
in them, and in them alone, the right to establish their own govern¬ 
ment. 

The wrongs inflicted upon the people by the slave power, in total 
disregard of the constitution and organic act, having become too griev¬ 
ous to be borne, it was their duty to provide such a government of 
their own as might rid them of this oppression, and make them free 
and prosperous. 

Believing that the past outrages will be repeated ; knowing that the 
Territorial government has, thus far, proved a failure, and expecting 
no relief from the Executive department, there was left but one course 
to pursue. 

The foregoing are the reasons for the State organization. 
The wrongs which the people of Kansas have endured, and the out¬ 

rages yet threatened, have compelled them thus early to assume the 
burdens of a State government; and they come to you in neither the 
spirit of servility nor of arrogance, but as American citizens, knowing 
their own rights, and asking them at your hands ; and in requesting 
the attention of your honorable bodies to the constitution adopted by 
them at a State convention, held at Topeka on the twenty-third of 
October last, and ratified by the people on the fifteenth day of Decem¬ 
ber following, your memorialists respectfully pray for the admission 
of Kansas as a State into the confederacy, upon an equal footing with 
those States which have preceded her. 

W. Y. Roberts. 
Lyman Allen. 
James M. Dunn. 
Henry J. Adams. 
J. M. Irvin. 
Thos G. Thornton. 
Lucien Fish. 
Joel C. Green. 
Bryer W. Miller. 
John Curtis. 
S. B. McKenzie. 
W. W. Updegraff. 
Jos. M. Cole. 
John Daily. 
B. Harding. 
Darwin E. Jones. 
G. S. Hillyer. 
John D. Jones. 
John W. Stevens. 

Perry Fuller. 
Thos. A. Minard. 
James McGhee. 
Stephen Sparks, 
William Hicks. 
W. R. Frost. 
Wm. Pennock. 
James B. Abbott. 
J. A. Blood. 
James K. Edsell. 
Wm. Crosby. 
A. A. Jamason. 
Samuel Mewhinny. 
Samuel T. Shore. 
Wm. H. Toothman. 
Isaac Saunders. 
E. B. Purdom. 
J. M. Arthur. 
Samuel Walker. 
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Jacob Buyer. 
Henry Todd. 
Horace W. Tabor. 
D. W. Cannon. 
Wm. M. McClure. 
H. H. Williams. 
Abm. Barry. 
Andrew B. Marshall. 
David Beese. 
Jno. Brown, jr. 
M. C. Dickey. 

Patrick R. Orr. 
Isaac Codey. 
A. Curtis. 
J. B. Higgins. 
Thos. Bowen. 
J. M. Fulton. 
H. F. Saunders. 
C. C, Hornsby. 
John Hutchinson. 
S. W. Heartwell. 



CONSTITUTION 

OF 

THE STATE OF KANSAS. 

PREAMBLE. 

We, the people of the Territory of Kansas, hy our delegates in 
convention assembled at Topeka, on the 23d clay of October, A. D. 
1855, and of the independence of the United States the eightieth 
year, having the right of admission into the Union as one of the 
United States of America, consistent with the federal constitution, 
and hy virtue of the treaty of cession hy France to the United States 
of the province of Louisiana, in order to secure to ourselves and our 
posterity the enjoyment of all the rights of life, liberty, and property, 
and the free pursuit of happiness, do mutually agree with each other 
to form ourselves into a free and independent State, hy the name and 
style of the State of Kansas, hounded as follows, to wit: Beginning 
at a point on the western boundary of the State of Missouri, where 
the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude crosses the same; thence 
west on said parallel to the eastern boundary of New Mexico; thence 
north on said boundary to latitude thirty-eight; thence following said 
boundary westward to the east boundary of the Territory of Utah, on 
the summit of the Rocky mountains; thence northward on said sum¬ 
mit to the fortieth parallel of latitude; thence east on said parallel to 
the western boundary of the State of Missouri; thence south with the 
western boundary of said State to the place of beginning ; and do 
ordain and establish the following Constitution and Bill of Rights for 
the government thereof. 

ARTICLE I. 

Bill of Rights. 

Section 1. All men are, by nature, free and independent, and have 
certain inalienable rights; among which are those of enjoying and 
defending life and liberty; acquiring, possessing, and protecting pro¬ 
perty, and seeking and obtaining happiness and safety. 

Sec. 2. All political power is inherent in the people ; government 
is instituted for their equal protection and benefit, and they have the 
right to alter, reform, or abolish the same whenever they may deem 
it necessary; and no special privileges or immunities shall ever be 
granted that may not be altered, revoked, or repealed by the general 
assembly. 
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Sec. 3. The people have the right to assemble together, in a peaceable 
manner, to consult for their common good; to instruct their repre¬ 
sentatives; and to petition the general assembly for the redress of 
grievances. 

Sec. 4. The people have the right to hear arms for their defence 
and security, hut standing armies in time of peace are dangerous to 
liberty, and shall not he kept up; and the military shall he in strict 
subordination to the civil power. 

Sec. 5. The right of trial by jury shall he inviolate. 
Sec. 6. There shall he no slavery in this State, nor involuntary 

servitude, unless for the punishment of crime. 
Sec. 7. All men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship 

Almighty God according to the dictates of their own conscience. No 
person shall he compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of 
worship, or maintain any form of worship, against his consent; and 
no preference shall he given by law to any religious society, nor shall 
any interference with the rights of conscience be permitted. No reli¬ 
gious test shall he required as a qualification for office, nor shall any 
person he incompetent to he a witness on account of his religious be¬ 
lief ; hut nothing herein shall he construed to dispense with oaths and 
affirmations. Religion, morality, and knowledge, however, being 
essential to good government, it shall he the duty of the general 
assembly to pass suitable laws to protect every religious denomination 
in the peaceable enjoyment of its own mode of public worship, and to 
encourage schools, and the means of instruction. 

Sec. 8. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not he sus¬ 
pended, unless in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety re¬ 
quire it. 

Sec. 9. All persons shall he bailable by sufficient sureties, unless 
for capital offences where the proof is evident, or the presumption 
great. Excessive hail shall not he required, nor excessive fines im¬ 
posed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Sec. 10. Except in cases of impeachment, and cases arising in the 
army and navy, or in the militia when in actual service in time of 
war or public danger, and in cases of petit larceny and other inferior 
offences, no person shall he held to answer for a capital or other infa¬ 
mous crime, unless on presentment or indictment of a grand jury. In 
any trial in any court, the party shall be allowed to appear and de¬ 
fend in person and with counsel; to demand the nature and cause of 
the accusation against him, and a copy thereof; to meet the witnesses 
face to face, and to have compulsory process to procure the attendance 
of witnesses in his behalf, and a speedy public trial by an impartial 
jury of the county or district in which the offence is alleged to have 
been committed. Nor shall any person he compelled, in any criminal 
case, to be a witness against himself, or be twice put in jeopardy for 
the same offence. 

Sec. 11. Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sen¬ 
timents on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of the right; 
and no law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech 
or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions or indictments for libel, 
the truth may be given in evidence to the jury ; and if it shall appear 
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to the jury that the matter charged as libellous is true, and was pub¬ 
lished with good motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall he 
acquitted. 

Sec. 12. No person shall he transported out of the State for any 
offence commited within the same, and no conviction shall work cor¬ 
ruption of blood or forfeiture of estate. 

Sec. IB. No soldier shall, in time of peace, he quartered in any house 
without the consent of the owner ; nor in time of war, except in the 
manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 14. The right of the people to he secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and possessions, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not he violated, and no warrant shall issue hut on prob¬ 
able cause, supported by -oath or affirmation, particularly describing 
the place to he searched and the persons and things to he seized. 

Sec. 15. No person shall he imprisoned for debt in any civil action 
or mesne or final process, unless in cases of fraud. 

Sec. 16. All courts shall he open, and every person, for an injury 
done him in his lands, goods, person, or reputation, shall have remedy 
by due course of law and justice, administered without denial or delay. 

Sec. 17. No hereditary emoluments, honors, or privileges shall ever 
he granted or conferred by this State. 

Sec. 18. No power of suspending laws shall ever he exercised, ex¬ 
cept by the general assembly. 

Sec. 19. The payment of a tax shall not he a qualification for ex¬ 
ercising the right of suffrage. 

Sec. 20. Private property shall ever he held inviolate, but subser¬ 
vient to the public welfare ; when taken in time of war, or other public 
exigency imperatively requiring its immediate seizure, or for the pur¬ 
pose of making or repairing roads—which shall he open to the public 
use without toll or other charge therefor—a compensation shall he 
made to the owner in money ; and in all other cases, where private 
property shall be taken for public use, a compensation therefor shall 
first be made in money, or first secured by a deposite of money, and 
such compensation shall be assessed by a jury, without deduction for 
benefits to any property of the owner. 

Sec. 21. No indenture of any negro or mulatto, made and executed 
out of the hounds of the State, shall he valid within the State. 

Sec. 22. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair 
others retained by the people, and all powers not herein delegated re¬ 
main with the people. 

ARTICLE II. 

Elective franchise. 

Section 1. In all elections by the people, the vote shall be by ballot; 
and in all elections in the general assembly the vote shall he viva voce. 

Sec. 2. Every white male person, and every civilized male Indian 
who has adopted the habits of the white man, of the age of twenty- 
one years and upwards, who shall be at the time of offering to vote a 
citizen of the United States; who shall have resided and had his hab- 
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itation, domicil, home, and place of permanent abode in the State of 
Kansas for six months next preceding the election at which he offers 
to vote ; who at such time, and for thirty days immediately preceding 
said time, shall have had his actual habitation, domicil, home, and 
place of permanent abode in the county in which he offers to vote; and 
who shall have resided in the precinct or election district for at least 
ten days immediately preceding the election, shall he deemed a qual¬ 
ified elector at all elections under this constitution, except in elections 
by general ticket in the State or district prescribed by law, in which 
cases the elector must have the aforesaid qualifications, hut a residence 
in said district for ten days will entitle him to vote : Provided, That 
no soldier, seaman, or mariner of the regular army or navy of the 
United States shall be considered a resident of the State in consequence 
of being stationed in the same. 

Sec. 3. The general assembly shall, at its first session, provide for 
the registration of all qualified electors in each county, and thereafter, 
from time to time, of all who may become qualified electors. 

Sec. 4. The legislature shall have power to exclude from every office 
of honor, trust, or profit within the State, and from the right of suf¬ 
frage, all persons convicted of any infamous crime. 

Sec. 5. No person shall be deemed capable of holding or being 
elected to any post of honor, profit, trust, or emolument, civil or mili¬ 
tary, or exercise the right of suffrage under the government of this 
State, who shall hereafter fight a duel, send or accept a challenge to 
fight a duel, or who shall be a second to either party, or who shall in 
any manner aid or assist in such duel, or who shall be knowingly the 
bearer of such challenge or acceptance, whether the same occur or be 
committed in or out of the State. 

Sec. 6. No person who may hereafter be collector or holder of public 
moneys shall be eligible to any office of trust or profit in the State 
until he shall have accounted for, and paid into the proper public 
treasury, all sums for which he may be accountable. 

Sec. 7. Ko State officer, or member of the general assembly of this 
State, shall receive a fee, or be engaged as counsel, agent, or attorney 
in any case or claim against the State. 

Sec. 8. No senator or representative shall, during the term for 
which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of 
profit in this State which shall have been created, or the emoluments 
of which shall have been increased, during such term, except such 
offices as may be filled by election by the people. 

Sec. 9. All officers, civil and military, in this State, before they 
enter upon the duties of their respective offices, shall take the follow¬ 
ing oath or affirmation : 

I, --, do swear (or affirm) that I will support the constitu¬ 
tion of the United States and of the State of Kansas ; that I am duly 
qualified according to the constitution to exercise the office to which I 
have been elected, (or appointed,) and will, to the best of my abilities, 
discharge the duties thereof faithfully and impartially, according to 
law. 

Sec. 10. Every person shall be disqualified from holding any office 
of honor or profit in this State who shall have been convicted of having 
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given or offered any bribe to procure bis election, or shall have made 
use of any undue influence from power, tumult, or other improper 
practices. 

Sec. 11. All civil officers of the State shall reside within the State, 
and all district or county officers rvithin their respective districts and 
counties, and shall have their respective offices at such places therein 
as may be required by law. 

Sec. 12. Returns of elections for members of Congress, the general 
assembly, and all officers not hereinafter provided, shall he made to 
the secretary of state, in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 13. Electors shall, in all cases, he privileged from arrest during 
their attendance on elections, and in going to and returning there¬ 
from, except in cases of felony, treason, and breach of the peace. 

ARTICLE III. 

Distribution of powers. 

Section 1. The powers of the government shall he divided into three 
separate departments—the legislative, the executive, including the 
administrative, and the judicial; and no person charged with official 
duties under one of these departments shall exercise any of the func¬ 
tions of another, except as in this constitution expressly provided. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Legislative. 

Section 1. The legislative power of this State shall he vested in the 
general assembly, which shall consist of a senate and house of repre¬ 
sentatives. 

Sec. 2. The senators and representatives shall he chosen annually 
by the qualified electors of the respective counties or districts for which 
they are chosen on the first Monday of August for one year, and their 
term of office shall commence on the first day of January next there¬ 
after. 

Sec. 3. There shall he elected at the first election, twenty senators 
and sixty representatives, and the number afterwards shall he regula¬ 
ted by latv. 

Sec. 4. No person shall he eligible to the office of senator or repre¬ 
sentative Avho shall not possess the qualifications of an elector. 

Sec. 5. No person holding office under the authority of the United 
States, or any lucrative office under the authority of this State, shall 
he eligible to, or have a seat in the general assembly ; hut this pro¬ 
vision shall not extend to township officers, justices of the peace, nota¬ 
ries public, postmasters, or officers of the militia. 

Sec. 6. Each house, except as otherwise provided in this constitu¬ 
tion, shall choose its own officers, determine its own rules of proceeding, 
punish its members for disorderly conduct, and, with the concurrence of 
two-thirds, expel a member, hut not the second time for the same 
cause ; and shall judge of the qualification, election, and return of its 



KANSAS. 15 

own members, and shall have all other powers necessary for its safety 
and the undisturbed transaction of business. 

Sec. 7. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and pub¬ 
lish the same. The yeas and nays on any question shall, at the re¬ 
quest of any two members, he entered on the journal. 

Sec. 8. Any member of either house shall have the right to protest 
against any act or resolution thereof, and such protest, and the reasons 
therefor, shall, without alteration, commitment or delay, he entered 
on the journal. 

Sec. 9. All vacancies which may occur in either house shall, for the 
unexpired term, he filled by election, as prescribed by law. 

Sec. 10. Senators and representatives shall, in all cases except trea¬ 
son, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during 
the session of the general assembly, and in going to and returning 
from the same; and for words spoken in debate they shall not he ques¬ 
tioned in any other place. 

Sec. 11. A majority of all the members elected to each house shall 
he necessary to pass every bill or joint resolution, and all bills and 
joint resolutions so passed shall be signed by the presiding officers of 
the respective houses, and presented to the governor for his approval. 

Sec. 12. The doors of each house, and of committees of the whole, 
shall be kept open. Neither house shall, without the consent of the 
other, adjourn for more than two days, nor to any other place than 
that in which the two houses shall be sitting, except for personal 
safety. 

Sec. 13. Every bill shall be read by sections, on three several days, 
in each house, unless in case of emergency two-thirds of the house 
where such bill may be pending shall, by a vote of yeas and nays, 
deem it expedient to dispense with the rule ; but the reading of a bill 
by sections, on its final passage, shall in no case be dispensed with ; 
and the vote on the passage of every bill or joint resolution shall be 
taken by yeas and nays. 

Sec. 14. Every act shall contain but one subject, which shall be 
clearly expressed in its title. Bills may originate in either house, but 
may be altered, amended, or rejected by the other. 

Sec. 15. In all cases where a general law can be made applicable, 
the laws shall he general, and of uniform operation throughout the 
State. 

Sec. 16. No act shall ever he revived or amended by mere reference 
to its title ; but the act revived, or the section amended, shall he set 
forth and published at full length. 

Sec. 17. No act shall take effect until the same shall have been pub¬ 
lished and circulated in the counties of the State, by authority, except 
in case of emergency, which emergency shall be declared in the pre¬ 
amble or the body of the law. 

Sec. 18. The election and appointment of all officers, and the filling 
of all vacancies, not otherwise provided for by this constitution or the 
constitution of the United States, shall be made in such manner as 
shall be prescribed by law ; but no appointing power shall be exer¬ 
cised by the general assembly, except as provided in this constitution _ 
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and in the election of the United States senators, and in these cases 
the vote shall he taken viva voce. 

Sec. 19. The general assembly shall not have power to enact laws 
annulling the contracts of marriage in any case where by law the 
courts of this State may have power to decree a divorce. 

Sec. 20. The general assembly shall have no power to pass retroact¬ 
ive laws, or laws impairing the obligation of contracts, but may by 
general laws authorize courts to carry into effect, upon such terms as 
shall be just and equitable, the manifest intention of parties and offi¬ 
cers, by curing omissions, defects, and errors in instruments and pro¬ 
ceedings, arising out of a want of conformity with the laws of this 
State. 

Sec. 21. The style of the laws of this State shall be : “ Be it enacted 
by the general assembly of the State of Kansas.” 

Sec. 22. The house of representatives shall have the sole power of 
impeachment. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate, and 
when sitting for the purpose, the senators shall be upon oath or affirm¬ 
ation to do justice according to law and evidence. No person shall 
be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of all the senators 
present. 

Sec. 23. The governor,and all other civil officers under the laws of this 
State, shall be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor in office ; 
hut judgment in such cases shall not extend further than to removal 
from office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor, profit, or 
trust under this State. The party, whether convicted or acquitted, 
shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and pun¬ 
ishment according to law. 

Sec. 24. Within one year after the ratification of this constitution, 
and within every subsequent two years thereafter for the term of ten 
years, an enumeration of all the white inhabitants of this State shall 
be made in such manner as shall he directed by law. 

Sec. 25. All regular sessions of the general assembly shall he held 
at the capital of the State, and shall commence on the first Tuesday of 
January annually. 

Sec. 26. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the house of 
representatives, subject, however, to amendments or rejection, as in 
other cases. 

Sec. 27. The members of the general assembly shall receive for 
their services the sum of four dollars per day for each and every day 
they are actually in attendance at any regular or special session, and 
four dollars for every twenty miles they shall travel in going to and 
returning from the place of meeting by the most usually travelled route; 
and no session of the general assembly, except the first under this 
constitution, shall extend beyond the term of sixty days, nor any 
special session more than forty days. 

ARTICLE V. 

Executive. 

Section 1. The executive department shall consist of a governor, a 
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, and attor- 
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ney general, who shall he chosen by the electors of the State at the 
same time and places of voting as for the members of the general 
assembly. 

Sec. 2. The governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, treas¬ 
urer, auditor, attorney general, and state printer, shall hold their 
offices for two years. Their terms of office shall commence on the 
first Tuesday of January next after their election, and continue until 
their successors are elected and qualified, neither of which officers 
shall be eligible for re-election more than two out of three consecutive 
terms, nor shall any person be eligible for the office of governor who 
shall not have attained the age of thirty years. 

Sec. 3. The returns of every election for the officers named in the 
foregoing section shall be sealed up and transmitted to the seat of 
government by the returning officers, directed to the secretary of state, 
who shall lay the same before the general assembly at their first meet¬ 
ing thereafter, when they shall open, publish, and declare the result 
thereof, in the presence of a majority of the members of both houses. 
The person having the highest number of votes shall be declared duly 
elected, and a certificate thereof given to such person, signed by the 
presiding officers of both bodies ; but if any two or more shall be 
highest and equal in votes for the same office, one of them shall be 
chosen by the joint vote of both houses. 

Sec. 4. The supreme executive power shall be vested'in a governor. 
Sec. 5. He may require information in writing from the officers in 

the executive department, upon any subject relating to the duties of 
their respective offices, and shall see that the laws are faithfully 
executed. 

Sec. 6. He shall communicate at every session, by message, to the 
general assembly, the condition of the affairs of the State, 'and recom¬ 
mend such measures as he shall deem expedient for their action. 

Sec. 7. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the general 
assembly by proclamation, and shall state to both houses, when.assem¬ 
bled, the purposes for which they were convened. 

Sec. 8. In case of disagreement between the two houses in respect’ 
to the time of adjournment, he shall have power to adjourn the general 
assembly to such time as he may think proper, but not beyond. the 
regular meetings thereof. 

Sec. 9. He shall be the commander-in-chief of the military of the 
State, except when they shall be called into the service of the United 
States. 

Sec. 10. The pardoning power shall be vested in the governor, 
under such regulations and restrictions as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 11. There shall be a seal of the State, the device of which shall 
be fixed upon by the governor and other State officers, be kept by the 
governor, and used by him officially, and shall be called ‘£ the great 
seal of the State of Kansas.” 

Sec. 12. All grants and commissions shall be issued in the name and 
by the authority of the State of Kansas, sealed with the “ great seal,” 
signed by the governor, and countersigned by the secretary of state. 

Sec. 13. No member of either house of Congress, or other persons 
holding office under the authority of this State, or of the United 

H. Mis. Doc. 82-2 
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States, shall exercise the office of governor, except as herein pro¬ 
vided. 

Sec. 14. In the case of death, impeachment, resignation, removal, 
or other disability of the governor, the lieutenant-governor shall exer¬ 
cise the duties of the office of governor, until another governor shall 
he duly qualified ; hut in such case another governor shall he chosen 
at the next annual election for members of the general assembly, 
unless such death, resignation, impeachment, removal, or other dis¬ 
ability, shall occur within three calendar months immediately prece¬ 
ding such next annual election ; in which case a governor shall he 
chosen at the second succeeding annual election for members of the 
general assembly ; and in case of the death, impeachment, resignation, 
removal, or other disability of the lieutenant-governor, the president 
of the senate pro tern, shall exercise the office of governor until a 
governor shall be duly qualified as aforesaid. 

Sec. 15. The lieutenant-governor shall be president of the senate, 
but shall vote only when the senate is equally divided, and shall be 
entitled to the same pay as the speaker of the house of representatives ; 
and in case of his death, impeachment, resignation, removal from 
office, or when he shall exercise the office of governor, the senate shall 
choose a president pro tem. 

J8ec. 16. Should the office of secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, 
or attorney general, become vacant for any of the causes specified in 
the fourteenth and fifteenth sections, the governor shall fill the 
vacancy or vacancies until the disability is removed, or a successor is 
elected and qualified. Every such vacancy shall be filled by election 
at the first general election that occurs more than thirty days after 
such vacancy shall have occurred, and the person chosen shall hold 
the office for the full term fixed in the second section of this article. 

Sec. IT. The officers mentioned in this article shall, at stated times, 
receive for their services a compensation to be fixed by law, which 
shall be neither increased nor diminished during the period for which 
they shall have been elected. 

Sec. 18. The officers of the executive department and of the public 
State institutions shall, at least ten days preceding each regular ses¬ 
sion of the general assembly, severally report to the governor, who 
shall transmit the same to the general assembly. 

Sec. 19. Every bill which shall have passed both houses shall be 
presented to the governor. If he approve, he shall sign the same ; 
but if he shall not approve, he shall return it, with his objections, to 
the house in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the ob¬ 
jections at large upon the journals, and proceed to reconsider the same. 
If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, with the objections, to the other house, 
by which likewise it shall be reconsidered, and, if approved by two- 
thirds of that house, it shall be a law. But in such cases the votes of 
both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of 
the persons voting for and against the bill shall he entered upon the 
journals of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned 
‘by the governor within five days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have 
been presented to him, it shall be a law, in like manner as if he had 
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signed it, unless the general assembly, by their adjournment, pre¬ 
vent its return; in which case it shall also he a law, unless sent back 
within two days after the next meeting. 

Sec. 20. Contested elections for governor, lieutenant-governor, 
judges of the supreme court, and all other State officers, shall he de¬ 
termined hy the general assembly, in such manner as may he pre¬ 
scribed by law. 

Sec. 21. The general assembly shall have power to provide by law 
for the election of a surveyor-general, State geologist, and superin¬ 
tendent of common schools, whose duties shall be prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Judicial. 

Section 1. The judicial power of the State shall be vested in a su¬ 
preme court, courts of common pleas, justices of the peace, and in such 
other courts inferior to the supreme court as the general assembly 
may establish. 

Sec. 2. The supreme court shall consist of three judges, a majority 
of whom shall form a quorum. It shall have such original and ap¬ 
pellate jurisdiction as may be provided by law. It shall hold at least 
one term each year at the seat of government, and such other terms 
as may be provided by law. The judges of the supreme court shall 
be elected by the electors of the State at large. 

Sec. 3. The State shall be divided by the first general assembly 
under this constitution into three common pleas districts, of compact, 
territory, bounded by county lines, and as nearly equal in proportion 
as practicable ; and a judge for each district shall be chosen by the 
electors thereof, and their term of office shall be for three years. 

Sec. 4. The courts of common pleas shall consist of one judge each, 
who shall reside within the district for which he is chosen during his 
continuance in office. 

Sec. 5. The jurisdiction of the court of common pleas and of the 
judges thereof shall be fixed by law. 

Sec. 6. A competent number of justices of the peace shall be elected 
by the electors in each township of the several counties. Their term 
of office shall be for three years, and their powers and duties shall be 
fixed by law. 

Sec. 7. All judges, other than those provided for in this constitu¬ 
tion, shall be elected by the electors of the judicial district for which 
they may be created, but not for a longer term of office than three 
years. 

Sec. 8. The judges of the supreme court shall immediately after the 
first election under this constitution be classified by lot, so that one 
shall hold for the term of one year, one for the term of two years, and 
one for the term of three years ; and at all subsequent elections the 
term of each of said judges shall be for three years. 

Sec. 9. In case the office of any judge shall become vacant before 
the expiration of the term for which he was elected, the vacancy shall 
be filled by appointment by the governor, until a successor is elected 
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and qualified; and such successor shall he elected for the residue of 
the unexpired term, at the first annual election that occurs more than 
thirty days after such vacancy shall have happened. 

Sec. 10. The judges of the supreme court, and of the court of 
common pleas, shall, at stated times, receive such compensation as 
may he provided by law, which shall not he increased or diminished 
during their term of office; hut they shall receive no fees or perqui¬ 
sites, nor hold any office of profit and trust under the State, other than 
a judicial office. 

Sec. 11. The general assembly may increase or diminish the num¬ 
ber of the judges of the supreme court, the number of the districts of 
the court of common pleas, the number of judges in any district, or 
establish other courts, whenever two-thirds of the members elected to 
each house shall concur therein ; but no such change, addition, or 
diminution shall vacate the office of any judge. 

Sec. 12. There shall be elected in each county, by the electors 
thereof, one clerk of the court of common pleas, who shall hold his 
office for the term of three years, and until his successor shall be 
elected and qualified. 

Sec. 13. The general assembly shall provide, by law, for the 
speedy publication of the decisions of the supreme court made under 
this constitution. 

Sec. 14. The supreme court shall, upon the decision of every case, 
give an opinion in writing of each question arising in the record in 
such case, and the decision of the court thereon. 

Sec. 15. There shall be elected by the voters of the State a clerk 
and a reporter for the supreme court, who shall hold their offices for 
three years, and whose duties shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. Judges may be removed from office by a concurrent reso¬ 
lution of both houses of the general assembly, if two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house concur therein ; hut no such removal 
shall be made, except upon complaint, the substance of which shall 
be entered upon the journal, nor until the party charged shall have 
had notice thereof, and an opportunity to be heard. 

Sec. 17. The several judges of the supreme court, of the court of 
common pleas, and of such other courts as may he created by law, 
shall respectively have and exercise such powers and jurisdiction at 
chambers, or otherwise, as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 18. The style of all process shall be “the State of Kansas.” 
All prosecutions shall be carried on in the name and by the authority 
of the State of Kansas ; and all indictments shall conclude, “against 
the peace and dignity of the State of Kansas.” 

ARTICLE VII. 

Education. 

Section 1. The principal of all funds arising from the sale or other 
disposition of lands, or other property, granted or intrusted to this 
State for educational and religious purposes, shall forever be pre¬ 
served inviolate and undiminished; and the income arising therefrom 
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shall be faithfully applied to the specific objects of the original grants 
or appropriations. 

Sec. 2. The general assembly shall make such provision, by tax¬ 
ation or otherwise, as with the income arising from the school trust- 
fund, wrill secure a thorough and efficient system of common schools 
throughout the State; hut no religious or other sect or sects shall 
ever have any exclusive right to, or control of, any part of the school- 
funds of this State. 

Sec. 3. The general assembly may take measures for the establish¬ 
ment of a university, with such branches as the public convenience 
may hereafter demand, for the promotion of literature, the arts, 
sciences, medical and agricultural instruction. 

Sec. 4. Provision may he made by law for the support of normal 
schools, with suitable libraries and scientific apparatus. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Public Institutions. 

Section 1. It shall he the duty of the general assembly, at as early 
a date as possible, to provide State asylums for the benefit, treatment, 
and instruction of the blind, deaf and dumb, and insane. 

Sec. 2. The general assembly shall make provision for the estab¬ 
lishment of an asylum for idiots, to be regulated by law. 

Sec. 3. The respective counties of the State shall provide in some 
suitable manner for those inhabitants who, by reason of age, infir¬ 
mity, or other misfortune, may have claims upon the sympathy and 
aid of society, under provision to be made by the laws of the general 
assembly. 

Sec. 4. The general assembly shall make provision for the estab¬ 
lishment of houses of refuge for the correction, reform, and instruc¬ 
tion of juvenile offenders. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the general assembly to make pro¬ 
vision as soon as possible for a State general hospital. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Public Debt and Public Works. 

Section 1. No money shall be paid out of the treasury, except in 
pursuance of an appropriation by law. 

Sec. 2. The credit of the State shall never be given or loaned in 
aid of any individual, association, or corporation. 

Sec. 3. For the purpose of defraying extraordinary expenditures, 
the State may contract public debts; but such debts shall never, in 
the aggregate, exceed one hundred thousand dollars, unless author¬ 
ized by a direct vote of the people at a general election. Every such 
debt shall be authorized by law, and every such law shall provide for 
the payment of the annual interest of such debt, and the principal 
within ten years from the passage of such law ; and such appropria¬ 
tion shall not be repealed until the principal and interest shall have 
been wholly paid. 
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Sec. 4. The legislature may also borrow money to repel invasion, 
suppress insurrection, or defend the State in time of war ; but the 
money thus raised shall be applied exclusively to the object for which 
the loan was authorized, or repayment of the debts thereby created. 

Sec. 5. No scrip, certificate, or other evidence of State debt whatever, 
shall be issued, except for such debts as are authorized by the third 
and fourth sections of this article. 

ARTICLE X. 

Militia. 

Section 1. The militia shall consist of all able-bodied white male 
persons between the ages of eighteen and forty years, except such as may 
be exempt by the laws of the United States, or of this State ; and shall 
be organized, officered, armed, equipped, and trained in such manner 
as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 2. The governor shall appoint the adjutant, quartermaster, and 
commissary generals. 

Sec. 3. All militia officers shall be commissioned by the governor, 
and shall hold their offices not longer than three years. 

Sec. 4. The general assembly shall determine the method of dividing 
the militia into divisions, brigades, regiments, battalions, and com¬ 
panies, and fix the rank of all officers. 

Sec. 5. The militia may be divided into classes, in such manner as 
shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 6. No person conscientiously opposed to bearing arms shall 
be compelled to do militia duty, but such person shall pay an equiva¬ 
lent for such exemption, the amount to be prescribed by law. 

Sec. V. The first general assembly shall offer inducements for the 
formation, uniforming, and drilling independent volunteer compa¬ 
nies in the different cities and counties in this State. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Finance and Taxation. 

Section 1. The general assembly shall provide, by law, for a uniform 
and equal rate of assessment and taxation, and taxes shall be levied 
upon all such property, real and personal, as the general assembly 
may, from time to time, prescribe; but all property appropriated and 
used exclusively for municipal, literary, educational, scientific, or 
charitable purposes, and personal property, to an amount not exceed¬ 
ing one hundred dollars for each head of a family, and all property 
appropriated and used exclusively for religious purposes to an amount 
not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, may, by general laws, be ex¬ 
empt from taxation. 

Sec. 2. The general assembly shall provide, by law, for an annual 
tax, sufficient to defray the estimated ordinary expenses of the State 
for each year. 

Sec. 3. Every law imposing a tax, shall state distinctly the object 
of the same to which it shall be applied. 
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Sec. 4. On the passage, in either house of the general assembly, of 
any law which imposes, continues, or renews a tax, or makes, con¬ 
tinues, or renews an appropriation of public or trust money, or releases, 
discharges, or commutes a claim or demand of the State, the question 
shall he taken by yeas and nays, which shall be duly entered on the 
journal. And three-fifths of all the members elected to each house 
shall, in all cases, be required to constitute a quorum. 

ARTICLE XII. 

County and Township Officers. 

Section 1. The general assembly shall provide by law for the elec¬ 
tion of county, city, town, and township officers. 

Sec. 2. All officers, whose election or appointment is not provided 
for by this constitution, shall be elected by the people, or appointed 
as the general assembly may by law direct. 

Sec. 3. Provision shall he made bylaiv for the removal, for miscon¬ 
duct or malversation in office, of all officers whose powers and duties 
are not local or legislative, and who shall he elected at general elec¬ 
tions, and also for supplying vacancies created by such removal. 

Sec. 4. The legislature may declare the cases in which any office 
may he deemed vacant., where no provision is made for that purpose 
in this constitution. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Corporations. 

Section 1. The general assembly shall not create corporations by spe¬ 
cial act, except for municipal purposes. 

Sec. 2. Corporations may he formed under general laws, hut such 
laws may at any time he altered or repealed. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Jurisprudence. 

Section 1. The general assembly at its first session shall constitute 
three commissioners, whose duty it shall he to revise, reform, simplify, 
and abridge the rules of practice, pleadings, forms, and proceedings 
of the courts of record of this State, and to provide, so far as prac¬ 
ticable and expedient, that justice shall he administered by intelligible 
and uniform proceedings, without any distinction between law and 
equity. 

Sec. 2. The proceedings of the commissioners shall he reported to 
the general assembly, and be subject to the action of that body. 

ARTICLE xv. 

Miscellaneous. 

Section 1. The first general assembly shall locate the permanent seat 
of government. 
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Sec. 2. Lotteries, and the sale of lottery tickets for any purpose 
whatever, shall forever he prohibited in this State. 

Sec. 3. No person shall he elected or appointed to any office in this 
State, unless he possess the qualifications of an elector. 

Sec. 4. There may he established, in the secretary of state’s office, 
a bureau of statistics and agriculture, under such regulations as may 
he prescribed by law, and provision shall he made by the general as- 
sernbty for the organization and encouragement of State and county 
agricultural associations. 

Sec. 5. The first general assembly shall provide, by law, for securing 
to the wife the separate property acquired by her before or after cover¬ 
ture, and the equal right with the husband to the custody of the 
children during their minority; and in case of the death, insanity, in¬ 
temperance, or gross impropriety of the husband, their exclusive cus¬ 
tody. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

Amendments to the Constitution. 

Section 1. All propositions for amendments to the constitution shall 
he made by the general assembly. 

Sec. 2. A concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each 
house shall he necessary; after which, such proposed amendments 
shall he entered upon the journals, with the yeas and nays ; and the 
secretary of state shall cause the same to he published, in at least one 
newspaper in a county in the State where a newspaper is published, 
for at least six months preceding the next election for senators and 
representatives, when such proposed amendments shall he again re¬ 
ferred to the legislature elected next succeeding said publication. If 
passed by the second legislature by a majority of two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house, such amendments shall be republished 
as aforesaid, for at least six months prior to the next general election, 
at which election such proposed amendments shall be submitted to 
the people for their approval or rejection ; and if a majority of the 
electors voting at such election shall adopt such amendments, the 
same shall become a part of the constitution. 

Sec. 3. When more than one amendment is submitted at the same 
time, they shall he so submitted as to enable the electors to vote upon 
each amendment separately. No convention for the formation of a 
new constitution shall he called,-and no amendment to the constitu¬ 
tion shall be, by the general assembly, made before the year 1865, nor 
more than once in five years thereafter. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

Banking and Currency. 

Section 1. No banks shall be established otherwise than under a 
general banking law. 
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Sec. 2. If the general assembly shall enact a general hanking law, 
such law shall provide for the registry and countersigning, hy the 
auditor of the State, of all paper credit designed to he circulated as 
money, and ample collateral security, readily convertible into specie, 
for the redemption of the same in gold or silver, shall he required ; 
which collateral security shall he under the control of the proper 
officer or officers of the State. Such law shall restrict the aggregate 
amount of all paper credit to he circulated as money, and the aggre¬ 
gate amount to be put in circulation in any one year; and no note 
issued under the provision of this section shall he of a less denomi¬ 
nation than ten dollars. 

Sec. 3. The stockholders in every hank or hanking company shall 
he individually liable to an amount, over and above their stock, equal 
to their respective shares of stock, for all debts and liabilities of said 
bank or banking company. 

Sec. 4. All bills or notes issued as money shall be at all times re¬ 
deemable in gold and silver ; and no law shall be passed sanctioning, 
directly or indirectly, the suspension by any bank or banking com¬ 
pany of specie payments. 

Sec. 5. Holders of bank notes shall be entitled, in case of insol¬ 
vency, to preference of specie payment over all other creditors. 

Sec. 6. Ho bank shall receive, directly or indirectly, a greater rate 
of interest than shall be allowed by law to individuals loaning money. 

Sec. I. Every bank or banking company shall be required to cease 
all banking operations within twenty years from the time of its organi¬ 
zation, and promptly thereafter to close its business. 

Sec. 8. The State shall not be a stockholder in any bank or bank¬ 
ing institution. 

Sec. 9. All banks shall be required to keep officers and proper offi¬ 
ces for the issue and redemption of their paper, at some accessible 
and convenient point within the State. 

Sec. 10. The said banking law shall contain a provision reserving 
the power to alter, amend, and repeal said law. 

Sec. 11. At the time of submitting this constitution to the electors 
for their approval or disapproval, the article numbered in relation 
to a general banking law shall be submitted as a distinct proposition, 
in the following form: “General Banking Law: Yes or Ho;” and if 
a majority of the votes cast shall be in favor of said article, then the 
same shall form a part of this constitution; otherwise it shall be void, 
and form no part thereof. 

SCHEDULE. 

Section 1. In order that no inconvenience may arise from the organ¬ 
ization and establishment of a State government, and that the wishes 
of the people may be fully accomplished, it is declared: 

1. That no existing rights, suits, prosecutions, claims, and con¬ 
tracts shall be affected by a change in the form of government. 

2. That this constitution shall be submitted to the people of Kansas 
for ratification on the 15th day of December next. That each quali¬ 
fied elector shall express his assent or dissent to the constitution by 
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voting a written or printed ticket, labelled “ Constitution,” or 
constitution;” which election shall he held by the same judges, and 
conducted under the same regulations and restrictions as is hereinafter 
provided for the election of members of the general assembly. And 
the judges therein named shall, within ten days after said election, 
seal up and transmit to the chairman of the executive committee of 
Kansas Territory the result of said election, who shall forthwith 
make proclamation of the same; and in case the constitution be rati¬ 
fied by the people, the chairman of the executive committee shall 
cause publication to he made by proclamation, that an election will 
be held on the third Tuesday of January, A. D. 1856, for governor, 
lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, judges of 
the supreme court, State printer, attorney general, reporter of the 
supreme court, clerk of the supreme court, and members of the gene¬ 
ral assembly ; which said election shall be held by the same judges, 
under the same restrictions, and conducted in the same manner, as 
is hereinafter provided for the election of members of the general 
assembly; and the judges therein named are hereby required, within 
ten days after said election, to seal up and transmit duplicate 
copies of the returns of said election to the chairman of the executive 
committee, one of which shall be laid before the general assembly at 
its first meeting. 

8. The general assembly shall meet on the fourth day of March, 
A. D. 1856, at the city of Topeka, at 12 m. ; at which time and place 
the governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, judges of the 
supreme court, treasurer, auditor, State printer, reporter, and clerk 
of the supreme court, and attorney general shall appear, take the oath 
of office, and enter upon the discharge of the duties of their respective 
offices under this constitution ; and shall continue in office in the same 
manner, and during the same period, they would have done had they 
been elected on the first Monday of August, A. D. 1856. 

4. At the same time and place the qualified voters shall, under 
the same regulations and restrictions, elect a member of Congress, to 
represent the State of Kansas in the thirty-fourth Congress of the 
United States ; the returns of said election to be made to the chairman 
of the executive committee, who shall deposite the same in the office 
of the secretary of state, as soon as he shall enter upon the discharge 
of the duties of his office. 

Sec. 2. Until otherwise provided by law, the State shall be divided 
into election districts ; and the senators and representatives shall be 
apportioned among the several districts as follows : 

First District. 

Commencing in the Kansas river, at the mouth of Cedar creek; 
thence up said river to the first tributary above the town of Law¬ 
rence ; thence up said tributary to its source; thence by a direct line 
to the west side of Johnson’s house ; thence by a due south line to 
the Santa Fe road, and along the middle of said road to a point due 
south of the source of said Cedar creek, and down the same to the 
place of beginning. 
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Second District. 

Commencing at the mouth of Big Spring branch, on the south hanlc 
of the Kansas river ; thence up said branch to its furthest source; 
thence by a southerly line, crossing the Wakarusa river, on the east 
side of the house of Charles Matney, to the middle of the Santa Fe 
road ; thence along the middle of said road to the line of the first dis¬ 
trict ; thence by the same, along the west side of the house of-- 
Johnson, to the head of the first tributary of the Kansas river above 
the town of Lawrence ; and thence by the same tributary to the Kan¬ 
sas river, and up the south hank of said river to the mouth of Big 
Spring branch, the place of beginning. 

Third District. 

Commencing at the mouth of Big Spring branch, on the south side 
of Kansas river ; thence up the same to its furthest source ; thence by 
a southerly line to the north hank of the Wakarusa river, on the east 
side of the house of Charles Matney ; thence up said river and its main 
branch to the line of the Pottowatomie reservation ; and thence by 
the southern and western line of said reservation to the Kansas river, 
and down the said river to the place of beginning. 

Fourth District. 

Commencing at the Missouri State line, in the middle of the Santa 
Fe road ; thence along the middle of said road to Bock creek, near 
the sixty-fifth mile of said road ; thence south to the line of the Shaw¬ 
nee reservation ceded by the treaty of 1854 ; thence due east, along 
the south line of said reservation and the north lines of the existing 
reservations of the Sacs and Foxes, the existing reservations of the 
Chippewas and Ottawas, and the reservations of the Piankeshaws, 
Weas, Peorias, and Kaskaskias, to the Missouri State line ; thence up 
the Missouri State line to the place of beginning. 

Fifth District. 

Commencing at the Missouri State line, at the southern boundary 
of the fourth district; thence west along the same to the northwest 
corner of the Sac and Fox reservation ; thence due south, along the 
western line thereof, and due south to the south branch of the Neosho 
river, about seventy miles above the Catholic Osage Mission ; thence 
down said river to the north line of the reserve for the New York In¬ 
dians, and east along said line to the headwaters of Little Osage river, 
or the nearest point thereto ; and thence down said river to the Mis¬ 
souri, State line, and up said line to the place of beginning. 

Sixth District. 

Commencing on the Missouri State line, in Little Osage river; 
thence up the same to the line of the reserve for the New York In¬ 
dians, or the nearest point thereto ; thence to and by the north line 
of said reserve to the Neosho river, and up said river and the south 
branch thereof to the head; thence by a due south line to the 
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southern line of the Territory; thence hy the southern and eastern 
lines of said Territory to the place of beginning. 

Seventh District. 

Commencing at the east side of the house of Charles Matney, on 
the Wakarusa river; thence due south to the middle of the Santa Fe 
road ; thence westwardly along the middle of said road to Rock creek, 
near the 65th mile of said road ; thence due south to the north line of 
the Sac and Fox reservation ; thence along the north and west lines 
thereof, and due south to the Neosho river ; thence up said river to a 
point due south of the mouth of Elm creek ; thence due north to the 
mouth of Elm creek, and up said creek to the Santa Fe road ; and 
thence hy a direct line in a northerly direction to the southwest corner 
of the Pottowattomie reservation ; thence along the southern line of 
said reservation to the head-waters of the Wakarusa river, or the point 
nearest thereto; thence to and down the said river to the place of 
beginning. 

Eighth District. 

Commencing at the mouth of Elm creek, one of the branches of the 
Osage river ; thence up the same to the Santa Fe road ; thence hy a 
direct northerly line to the southwest corner of the Pottowattomie 
reservation ; thence up the western line thereof to the Kansas river ; 
thence up said river and the Smoky Hill Fork beyond the most west¬ 
erly settlements ; thence due south to the line of the Territory ; thence 
hy the same to the line of the sixth district; thence due north to the 
head of the south branch of the Neosho river ; thence down said river 
to the line of the seventh district; thence due north to the place of 
beginning. 

Ninth District. 

Commencing on the Smoky Hill Fork, beyond the most westerly set¬ 
tlements ; thence down the same and the Kansas river to the mouth of 
the Wild Cat creek ; thence up said creek to the headwaters thereof; 
thence due north to the Independence emigrant road ; thence up said 
road to the north line of the Territory ; thence west along the same, 
beyond the most westerly settlements ; and thence due south to the 
place of beginning. 

Tenth District. 

Commencing at the mouth of Vermillion river ; thence up the same, 
beyond the house of Josiah D. Adams; thence due north to the Inde¬ 
pendence emigrant road ; thence up the middle of said road to the line 
of the ninth district; thence by the same to the head of Wild Cat 
creek, and down said creek to the Kansas river; thence down said 
river to the place of beginning. 

Eleventh District. 

Commencing on the Vermillion river, opposite the north side of the 
house of Josiah D. Adams ; thence up said river to the head of the 



KANSAS. 29 

main "branch ; thence due north to the military road from Fort Leav¬ 
enworth to Fort Kearney ; thence along the middle of said road to the 
crossing of the Vermillion branch of the Blue ; thence due north to 
the northern line of the Territory ; thence west along said line to the 
Independence emigrant road ; thence down said road to a point due 
west of the north end of the house of Josiah D. Adams ; and due east 
to the place of beginning. 

Twelfth District. 

Commencing at the mouth of Soldier creek, in the Kansas river ; 
thence up said creek to the head of the main branch ; thence due north 
to the military road from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kearney ; thence 
along the middle of said road to the line of the eleventh district; 
thence due south to the head of Vermillion river, down Vermillion 
river to the mouth, and down Kansas river to the place of beginning. 

Thirteenth District. 

Commencing in the Kansas river at a point three miles above the 
mouth of Stranger creek; thence in a northerly direction by a line 
corresponding to, and three miles west of the several courses of said 
creek, to the line of the late Kickapoo reservation ; thence by the 
southern and western lines of said reservation to the military road 
from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kearney ; thence along the middle of 
said road to the line of the twelfth district; thence due south to the 
head of Soldier creek, down Soldier creek to the mouth, and down 
Kansas river to the place of beginning. 

Fourteenth District. 

Commencing at the mouth of Independence creek ; thence up said 
creek to the head of the main branch ; and thence due west to the line 
of the late Kickapoo reservation ; thence north alongjsaid line, and 
along the line of the late Sac and Fox reservation, to the north line of 
the Territory ; thence along said line eastwardly to the Missouri river, 
and down said river to the place of beginning. 

Fifteenth District. 

Commencing at the mouth of Salt creek, on the Missouri river ; 
thence up said creek to the military road, and along the middle of said 
road to the lower crossing of Stranger creek ; thencj up said creek to 
the line of the late Kickapoo reservation; and thence along the south¬ 
ern and western line thereof to the line of the fourteenth district; 
thence by the same and down Independence creek to the mouth 
thereof; and thence down the Missouri river to the place of beginning. 

Sixteenth District. 

Commencing at the mouth of Salt creek ; thence up said creek to 
the military road ; thence along the middle of said road to the lower 
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crossing of Stranger creek; thence up said creek to the line of the 
late Kickapoo reservation, and thence along the same to the line of 
the thirteenth district; and thence by the same, along a line correspond¬ 
ing to the course of Stranger creek, and keeping three miles west 
thereof, to the Kansas river ; thence down the Kansas river to the 
Missouri, and up the Missouri river to the place of beginning. 

Seventeenth District. 

Commencing at the mouth of Kansas river; thence up the south 
bank thereof to the mouth of Cedar creek ; thence up Cedar creek to 
its source, and thence due south to the Santa Fe road; along the mid¬ 
dle of said road to the Missouri State line, and along said line to the 
place of beginning. 

Eighteenth District. 

Commencing in the military road at the crossing of the Vermillion 
branch of Blue river ; thence due north to the line of the Territory; 
thence east along said line to the fourteenth district; thence due south 
along said line to the aforesaid military road, and along the middle of 
said road to the place of beginning. 

Senatorial and Representative Districts. 

1. The first election district shall be entitled to three senators and 
eight representatives. 

2. The second election district shall be entitled to one senator and 
three representatives. 

3. The third election district shall be entitled to one senator and 
three representatives. 

4. The fourth and seventeenth election districts shall constitute the 
fourth senatorial and representative district, and be entitled to one 
senator and two representatives. 

5. The fifth election district shall be entitled to three senators and 
nine representatives. 

6. The sixth, seventh, and eighth election districts shall constitute 
the sixth senatorial and representative district, and be entitled to two 
senators and five representatives. 

V. The ninth and tenth election districts shall constitute the seventh 
senatorial district, and be entitled to one senator and four representa¬ 
tives. 

8. The eleventh and twelfth election districts shall constitute the 
eighth senatorial and representative district, and be entitled to one 
senator and three representatives. 

9. The thirteenth election district shall constitute the ninth sena¬ 
torial and representative district, and be entitled to one senator and 
two representatives. 

10. The fourteenth and eighteenth election districts shall constitute 
the tenth senatorial and representative district, and be entitled to two 
senators and seven representatives. 
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11. The fifteenth election district shall constitute the eleventh sen¬ 
atorial and representative district, and he entitled to one senator and 
five representatives. 

12. The sixteenth election district shall constitute the twelfth 
senatorial and representative district, and be entitled to three senators 
and nine representatives. 

Sec. 3. Until otherwise provided by law, the elections in the several 
districts shall be held at the following places, and the following named 
persons are hereby appointed as judges of the elections. 

Places of voting. 

Sec. 4. First senatorial district.—Lawrence precinct, at the Free 
State hotel; A. D. Searl, Lyman Allen, Henry Bronson, judges. 

Franklin precinct, at the store of Mr. Purdam; James McG-ee, 
Horace L. Enos, J. Purdam, judges. 

Blanton precinct, at the house of J. B. Abbott; John Stewart, R. 
Vaughn, P. T. Hupp, judges. 

Palmyra precinct, at the house of H. Barricklow; H. Barricklow, 
Louis Green, A. Pierson, judges. 

Second senatorial district.—Bloomington precinct, at the house of 
H. Burson ; Samuel Smith, Daniel Vancil, J. M. Dunn, judges. 

Third senatorial district.—Washington precinct, at the house of 
W. R. Frost; W. Riley, Caleb Antram, Eli Allen, judges. 

Tecumseh precinct, at the house of J. Taylor; Chas. Jordon, John 
Morris, Francis Grassmuck, judges. 

Topeka precinct, at the law office of E. C. K. Garvey; Dr. F. L. 
Crain, Milton C. Dickey, J. F. Cummings, judges. 

Brownsville precinct, at the house of G. W. Brown ; G. W. Brown, 
Mr. Simmerwell, Dr. Bowen, judges. 

Fourth senatorial district.—Prairie city precinct, at the house of 
Samuel Mewhinney ; W. Moore, Samuel Workman, Amos Hanna, 
judges.. 

Mission precinct, at the Baptist mission building ; G. L. Osborn, 
S. M. Cornatzer, Lewis Dougherty, judges. 

Wakarusa precinct, at the store of Paschal Fish ; L. H. Bascom, 
Ellis Bond, A. G. Green, judges. 

Fifth senatorial district.—Ossawatomie precinct, at the house of 
Samuel Geer ; Wm. Chestnut, B. Woodbury, Wm. Sailing, judges. 

Stanton precinct, at the house of Mr. Stamford ; J. Wollard, Mr. 
Morse, W. G. Nichols, judges. 

Pottowatomie precinct, at the meeting-house ; F. Brown, J. Grant, 
S. B. Morse, judges. 

Hampden precinct, at the house of W. A. Ela ; W. A. Ela, Chancy 
Moore, George Law, judges. 

Sugar Creek precinct, at the house of Silas Young ; Silas Young, 
James W. Dudley, William Dyer, judges. 

Little Sugar Creek precinct, at the house of Isaac D. Stocton ; 
Isaac D Stocton, Thomas Ears, James Coburn, judges. 

Little Osage precinct, at Miller’s store ; Thomas Osburn, Mr. 
Miller, Mr. Fowlers, judges. 
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Osage precinct, at the house of Thomas Polk ; Mr. Wyckoff,-, 
-, judges. 

Sixth senatorial district.—Scott’s town precinct, at the house of Mr. 
Yandever ; T. Crabtree, Isaac Chatam, P. S. Prossel, judges. 

Titus precinct, at the house of J. B. Titus, on the Santa Fe road. 
Council Grove precinct, at the Mission-house ; J. Goodell, G. H. 

Bees, B. Wright, judges. 
Wabausea precinct, at the house of John H. Nesbitt, in Wabausea; 

E. B. McCurdy, J. M. Bisbee, D. B. Haitt, judges. 
Mill Creek precinct, at some suitable house at Mill creek; Mr. 

Holnick,-, -, judges. 
Ashland precinct, at some suitable house in Ashland ; Mr. Adams, 
-,-, judges. 

Clark’s Creek precinct, at some suitable place near the junction of 
Clark’s and Humboldt’s creek ; Wm. McCurdy, Mr. Berry, Mr. Mit¬ 
chell, judges. 

Seventh senatorial district.—Pawnee precinct, at Loder & Shaw’s 
store in Pawnee ; S. P. Higgins, W. M. McClure, L. Knapp, judges. 

Big Blue precinct, at the house of S. D. Dyer, in Juniatta ; J. 
Stewart, S. D. Houston, J. T. Goodnow, judges. 

Bock Creek precinct, at the house of Mr. Haitt; James Durnell, 
Chas. Jenkins, Henry Bemmell, judges. 

Eighth senatorial district.—Black Vermillion precinct, at some suit¬ 
able house in said precinct, on the Vermillion branch of the Blue 
river ; John Schmidt, Mr. Hollingburgh, Mr. Alvey, judges. 

St. Mary’s precinct, at the house of B. F. Bertrand; Hr. Palmer, 
C. Garrett, C. Dean, judges. 

Silver Lake precinct, at some suitable house at Indianola ; E. Ken¬ 
nedy, J. W. Hopkins, John G. Thomson, judges. 

Ninth senatorial district.—Dayton precinct, at the store of Bainter 
& Hoover ; Lewis Hoover, Nathan Adams, G. B. Hall, judges. 

Grasshopper Falls precinct, at the house of the Mill Company ; 
S. H. Dunn, John W. Clark, J. B. Boss, judges. 

Whitfield precinct, at the house of J. B. Chapman; Thomas Jen- 
ners, Vincent D. Coher, James A. Gray, judges. 

Tenth senatorial district.—California precinct, at the house of 
W. W. Moore; W. W. Moore, W. Jackson, judges. 

St. Jo Bottom precinct, at the house of B. Harden ; George Bryant, 
H. Smallwood, A. A. Jameson, judges. 

Burr Oak precinct, at the house of Mr. Wilson; Mr. Brock, Mr. 
Wilson, Thomas McCullock, judges. 

Palermo precinct, at the house of B. Martin ; John White, B. Ladd, 
N. White, judges. 

Doniphan precinct, at Collin’s Mill; David Lee, D. W. Fields, 
J. McNamer, judges. 

Wolf Biver precinct, at the house of Mr. Searl; Mr. Searl, Mr. 
Vloe, Mr. Bichardson, judges. 

Iowa Point precinct, at the house of Mr. McCall; Mr. Handy, 
Mr. Pacter, Mr. --, judges. 

Eleventh senatorial district.—Kickapoo precinct, at some suitable 
house in Kickapoo city ; Dr. McCormas, Mr. Zimmerman, Mr. Boyd, 
judges. 
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Port William precinct, at the house of Dr. Hathaway ; Dr. Hatha¬ 
way, Mr. Oliphant, Mr. Potter, judges. 

Mount Pleasant precinct, at the house of M. A. Potter ; Mr. Ridge¬ 
way, B. Elliot, M. A. Potter, judges. 

Oceana precinct, at the store of Crosby & Co. ; Archibald Elliot, 
A. Landrum, S. J. H. Snyder, judges. 

Twelfth senatorial district.—Leavenworth precinct, at the office of 
G-ardiner & Dodge ; Adam Fisher, Thomas M. Doyle, H. M. Hook, 
judges. 

Wyandot precinct, at the Council-house in Wyandot city ; Abelard 
Guthrie, G. J. Clark, Ebenezer Lane, judges. 

Easton precinct, at the house of Thomas A. Maynard ; G. J. Clark, 
Wm. Pennock, judges. 

Atchison precinct, at the house of B. R. McCubbins; Mr. Bay, 
Henry Williams, judges. 

Sec. 5. The executive committee of Kansas Territory shall have the 
power to appoint additional election precincts and judges therefor. 

Instructions to Judges. • 

Sec. 6. The three judges will provide for each poll ballot-boxes for 
depositing the ballots cast by electors ; shall appoint two clerks—all of 
whom shall be sworn or affirmed to discharge the duties of their re¬ 
spective offices impartially and with fidelity; and the judges and 
clerks shall have the power to administer the oath or affirmation to 
each other ; and the said judges shall open said election at nine o’clock, 
a. m., at the place designated in each precinct, and close the same at 
six o’clock, p. m. In case any of the officers appointed fail to attend, 
the officer or officers in attendance shall supply their places ; and in 
the event of all of them failing to attend, the qualified voters shall 
supply their places ; and the said judges shall make out duplicate re¬ 
turns of said election, seal up and transmit the same within ten days 
to the chairman of the executive committee, one copy of which is to 
be laid before the general assembly. If, at the time of holding said 
election, it shall be inconvenient, from any cause whatever that would 
disturb or prevent the voters of any election precinct in the Territory 
from the free and peaceable exercise of the elective franchise, the 
officers are hereby authorized to adjourn said election into any other 
precinct in the Territory, and to any other day they may see proper, 
of the necessity of which they shall be the exclusive judges, at which 
time and place the qualified voters may cast their votes. 

Sec. I. Until otherwise provided by law, the chairman of the 
executive committee of Kansas Territory shall announce by procla¬ 
mation the results of the elections, and the names of persons elected 
to office. 

Sec. 8. Ho person shall be entitled to a seat in the first general 
assembly at its organization, except the members whose names are 
contained in the proclamation of the chairman of the executive com¬ 
mittee ; but after the general assembly is organized, seats may be con¬ 
tested in the usual way. 

Sec. 9. Certificates of indebtedness may be issued by the Territo- 
H. Mis. Doc. 82-3 
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rial executive committee for all necessary expenses accruing in the 
formation of the State government, not exceeding twenty-five thou¬ 
sand dollars, ($25,000,) provided no certificates shall he issued except 
for legitimate expenses. All claims shall he made in writing, and 
shall be numbered and kept on file in the secretary’s office; and all 
certificates of indebtedness shall be signed by the president and secre¬ 
tary, and countersigned by the treasurer, and numbered to corres¬ 
pond with the numbers of the claim or bill for which it was issued. 
The certificates shall bear ten per cent, interest per annum. 

Sec. 10. The first general assembly shall provide by law for the 
redemption of the certificates of indebtedness issued under the pro¬ 
visions of the foregoing section. 

Sec. 11. Until the great seal for the State of Kansas is agreed upon 
and procured, as provided for in the 11th section of the 5th article of 
this constitution, the governor shall use his own private seal as the 
seal of the State. 

Sec. 12. At the election for the ratification of this constitution, and 
the first election for State officers, a representative in the Congress of 
the United States, and members of the general assembly of this State, 
an actual residence in the Territory of thirty days immediately pre¬ 
ceding said election shall be sufficient as a qualification for the 
elector, and an actual residence of ninety days for the candidates ; pro¬ 
vided, said electors and candidates possess all the other qualifications 
required by the provisions of this constitution. 

Sec. 13. The first legislature shall provide by law for the enforce¬ 
ment of the provisions of the 6 th section of the bill of rights, on or 
before the 4th day of July, 1857, as to all persons in the Territory 
before the adoption of this constitution, and as to all others the pro¬ 
visions of said section shall operate from and after the ratification of 
this constitution by the people. 

In testimony that the foregoing is the Constitution of the State of 
Kansas, as agreed to in convention, we, the officers and members of 
the convention, have hereunto signed our names at Topeka, this 
twelfth day of November, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
five, and of the independence of the United States of America the 
eightieth year. 

J. H. LANE, President. 
Samuel C. Smith, Secretary. 
Charles A. Foster, Assistant Secretary. 
James Redpath, Beporter. 

Robert Klotz, 
Marcus J. Parrott, 
Mark W. Delahay, 
William R. Griffith, 
Geo. S. Hillyer, 
William Hicks, 
Samuel N. Latta, 
John Landis, 
Harrison Burson, 
Charles W. Stewart, 

David Dodge, 
John A. Wakefield, 
Wm. Y. Roberts, 
Geo. W. Smith, 
John G. Thompson, 
George A. Cutler, 
J. K. Goodin, 
James H. Tuton, 
Thomas Bell, 
Rufus Henry Crosby, 
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James M. Arthur, 
James L. Sayle, 
Caleb May, 
Samuel Mewhinney, 
William Graham, 
Morris Hunt, 
John H. Nesbit, 
Cyrus K, Holliday, 

Alfred Curtis, 
Amory Hunting, 
Richard Knight, 
Philip C. Schuyler, 
M. F. Conway, 
0. C. Brown, 
C. Robinson, 
J, S„ Emery, 

Topeka, Kansas, March 15, 1856. 
I hereby certify that the annexed is a true copy of the constitution 

of the State of Kansas, now on file in my office, as framed by the 
constitutional convention that met at Topeka, in said State, on the 
23d October, 1855, and ratified by the people on the 15th December. 
1855, 

ROBT. KLOTZ, 
Secretary of the State of Kansas, 
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